814        MEMOIRS  OF  WILLIAM  HICKEY

without losing a moment to publish the fact you have just
stated." The first speaker acceded to the propriety of such
a measure, and accordingly went before a Magistrate the
following day and swore to the same effect, his account
being supported and verified by a maid servant who lived
in the family and was present when the punishment was
inflicted by the uncle.

These two depositions made their appearance in one
of the daily news papers, which paper happening to be
read by His Grace the Duke of Richmond, struck him
very forcibly. He sent for the trial, with the whole of
which he was much dissatisfied, and instantly com-
mitted his sentiments thereon to paper, which he dis-
patched to the Earl of Suffolk, then one of His Majesty's
principal Secretarys of State. This produced a respite,
pending which the Judge who presided at the trial was
applied to officially and asked whether he entertained any
doubts as to the propriety of the verdict. The Judge
replied that he had none and thought the evidence fully
justified the finding of the Jury, conviction, and sentence.
Such being the case, the Sheriff was directed to inform
Jones he would undoubtedly suffer at the expiration of the
respite, the same communication being made to the Duke
of Richmond. His Grace's opinion respecting the trial
continuing unaltered, he mentioned the circumstances to
Mr. Burke at the door of my father's house, at which he
had just knocked, being to dine with us. Mr. Burke saw
the matter exactly in the same light as the Duke did, and
at His Grace's earnest request, he promised to address Lord
Suffolk upon the subject. On entering the drawing room he
called for pen, ink, and paper, when sitting down at my
sister's dressing table, he wrote the following letter:

" My Lord,

" An affair in which public justice is concerned
will, I hope, excuse the liberty I take in applying to
youx Lordship. I understand that one Jones, now under
sentence of death in Newgate for a detestable offence,
is to be executed of course on Tuesday next unless he